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Network Nursing Research Council 
Application for Nursing Research Study 

 
 

Please complete this application and submit with the designated 
supporting documents via email to the Chairperson for the Network 
Nursing Research Council (Sue Heinzman, sheinzman@ecommunity.com)  
 
 

Name:  

Contact (email/phone):  

Position: Employee: Student: Other: 

Date Submitted:  

Title of Study:  

 
 

Is this study a requirement for the completion of an academic 
degree? 

Yes:  No: 

If yes, what degree?  University?  

Has the study been approved by a University IRB? Yes:  No: 

How long do you anticipate this study will last?  

How do you intend to disseminate your 
findings? (i.e. publication, presentation…) 

 

Will your study require participation by 
other staff, (either nursing or non-
nursing)?  If so, please describe this in 
detail. 

 

Please submit a brief abstract of your 
study, so that it may be included on the 
Network Nursing Research Council web-
page: 
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1. Please attach your research protocol.  See “Elements of a Research   

Protocol” (next page) for further explanation of each referenced element. 
 
 

a. Introduction/Background 
b. Whether the study is funded and if so, by whom 
c. Prior IRB approvals 
d. Research question 
e. Study design 
f. Methods of informed consent (include consent if indicated) 
g. Number of subjects and recruitment plan 
h. Study procedures 
i. Data management and analysis 
j. Confidentiality 
k. Implementation plan, timetable  
l. References and appendices 
m. Please include all data collection tools 

 
 
 

2. Please also attach a letter of support from nursing management overseeing 
the area affected by the study. 

 
3. If you are a student completing your required clinical course work, you 

must have a clinical affiliation agreement approved by the Community Health 
Network legal department before beginning any clinical or project work. 
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ELEMENTS OF A RESEARCH PROTOCOL 
 

 
1. Introduction and Background  

A review of what is known and not known about the issue, why it is important and 
how this study will fit into the larger picture of knowledge on the subject. This 
section should review the relevant literature and should be written so that 
persons not familiar with the scientific field can understand it.  

 
2. Source of Funding 

Who is funding your project?   
 

3. Other IRB Reviews Conducted 
If your project has been reviewed by another IRB, a copy of their written approval 
or recommendations should be attached to the proposal being presented to the 
Community Health Network IRB. 

 
4. Research Questions/Objectives  

The question(s) that the study will attempt to answer.  The objectives should be 
stated as clearly as possible and should allow the reviewer to determine whether 
the chosen study design is appropriate.  

 
5. Study Design  

This section should state the hypothesis to be tested and describe the study 
design including, whether it is experimental or not, use of a control or comparison 
group, randomization or other allocation methods, and interventions to be 
performed.  The reviewer should be able to determine that the design to be used 
is appropriate to answer the research question(s). 

 
6. Methods to be used in obtaining consent (Informed Consent Form Must 

Accompany your Proposal)  
The Informed Consent Form should be written in simplified language that can be 
understood by the subject or persons you are seeking consent. 

 
7. Subjects  

This section should describe the target population of the study and how subjects 
will be recruited and selected for entry into the study, including recruitment or 
selection methods, and inclusion and exclusion criteria.  The target enrollment or 
sample size should be stated.  If human subjects will be involved, explain how 
you will comply with Health and Human Service and Food and Drug 
Administration (21 CFR) requirements for the Protection of Human Subjects (Title 
45, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 46). 
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8. Study Procedures  

This section should describe what will happen in the study.  Depending on the 
study it might include number of visits, measurements that will be made, (e.g., 
questionnaires, physical measurements, measurements on biological samples), 
and investigational treatments or other interventions.  Schematic diagrams or 
flow charts may be useful for this section. For intervention studies, outcomes 
should be stated as well as methods for dealing with adverse reactions of the 
intervention.  

 
9. Data Management & Analysis (Data Collection Forms should be included in 

your submission)  
This section should describe the anticipated analytic and statistical methods to 
be used.  The factors determining, approach to estimating, and justification for 
choice of sample size should be described. The methods should complement the 
study design and address the research question(s).  

 
10. Confidentiality 

Explain how records and individually identifiable health information will be 
protected.  Describe any legal protections that apply to your data. 

 
11. Implementation Plan/Timetable  

This section should describe how and by whom the different steps of the study 
(e.g., pre-testing of questionnaire, enrollment of subjects, interviews, data entry, 
data management, data analysis) will be carried out, and the facilities to be used.  
A time-line is very useful to assist in determining the feasibility of the study plan.  

 
12. References and Appendices  

This section should include pertinent references reviewed and may include key 
articles, results of prior research by the authors and anything else deemed 
appropriate to assist in the review.  
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